CLASSIC CRIMES
blood upon the floor; and lifting the lid, saw wrapped in a
blanket the dead child, his head practically severed from his
body. They carried him into the house, and the news was
broken to the bereaved mother. Mr. Peacock, the rector of
the parish, then set out for Trowbridge to tell the father what
had happened; he met him on his way back and gave him the
dread intelligence. Soon afterwards Superintendent Foley,
of the Trowbridge division, accompanied by several officers,
arrived on the scene, and the house was taken possession of
by the police.
On Monday, 2nd July, the inquest was opened before
Mr..Coroner Sylvester in the Red Lion Inn at Road. Mr.
Rodway, solicitor, Trowbridge, watched the proceedings
on behalf of Mr. Kent. The body having been viewed, divers
witnesses were examined. Sarah Cox, the housemaid, told
how she fastened the drawing-room window on the Friday
night and found it open next morning. There were no marks
of blood or footprints in the room, and the furniture was
undisturbed. Mr. Kent was the last to go to bed that night;
it was his habit so to sit up. Elizabeth Gough spoke to putting
the child to bed and waking to find him gone. She thought
that Mrs. Kent, hearing him cry, had taken him. She was a
very heavy sleeper and had been up the whole day. Thomas
Benger, farmer, said that, learning that the boy was missing,
he and Nutt searched the grounds and found the body in
the closet.
The child was lying on the splashboard. It had only its litde night-
dress on and a flannel waistcoat. Its throat was cut, but it looked
pleasant and its eyes were shut. He carried it into die kitchen, and then
the family came to look at it- If it had not been for the splashboard,
the body ^w^iald have fallen down into the vault,1
William Nutt, shoemaker, corroborated. Stephen Millet,
butcher, produced a piece of The Times newspaper, stained
with blood, which he had found outside the closet. The
quantity of blood in the closet amounted to about three
half-pints. He then gave his professional opinion as to the
manner of the slaying. Superintendent Foley jproduced a
piece of flannel, found by him in the closet. No mood-stains
1 T&* Great Crime of t8ffo> by J. "W. Stapleton* surgeon, Trowbridge. p. ma.
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